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My North Wales Family

F

j

amily. It’s a simple word, but one with deep significance. My
wife and I moved to North Wales in 1979 because this is where
we wanted our children to grow up. We found a house that became
a home to our children, Sarah and Alexander. We moved several
times within the borough and soon discovered that, with each move,
we had joined a vibrant, inclusive, and thoughtful community with
caring and generous neighbors.
As the newly elected president of North Wales Borough Council, I
have a wish for each of you: that you experience that same feeling of
family we have felt. Whether you are born in North Wales or chose
to make it your home as we did, we are all in one, extended North
Wales one family.

We saw compelling evidence of this recently, when my wife Neree and I attended the
North Penn Fire Company’s annual banquet. We heard one member after another speak
of their brothers and sisters in Company 62. We witnessed the awarding of recognition for
outstanding effort in service to the community. We watched and listened as the men and
women of the fire family spoke of the dedication and hard work of the everyday folks who
volunteer to protect our homes, our businesses, our lives, our pets – and our families.
We are so very lucky to have such an amazing group of dedicated men and women who
sacrifice family dinners, their children’s recitals and games, and family events to risk their lives
for us on a daily basis and who, in so many ways, treat each of us as they would their own
family. The banquet and awards ended with a moving tribute to those members of Company
62 whose end of watch over the past year has given them new responsibilities to protect all
of us and their brothers and sisters from their new duty posts from Above.
North Wales is a community we can all be proud to call home, especially because of our
brothers and sisters who serve and protect us. From Company 62 to our dedicated police
officers, from our hard-working borough staff to our community-focused mayor, elected
borough council members, and our borough manager and relatively new assistant manager,
we are blessed with so many caring and talented family members.
Even though, like all families, we don’t always agree on everything, we should all value what
each of us, as citizens, brings to our community.
So what is the significance of family? Luckily, if our hearts are not in it, it doesn’t necessarily
mean we have to run into a burning building, but it does mean we do what we are able for
each other. We watch out for each other. We offer sympathy for each other’s losses. We
forgive each other when we have disputes. We share zucchini in late summer and help each
other dig our vehicles out of the snow in the winter.
While it may be true that we each have only one biological family, the North Wales
community is a pretty amazing extended family! When you’ve made North Wales your home
and by extension your family, you’ve taken the first step on a journey to open your heart.
I want to thank each of you in my North Wales family.
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Message from the Mayor

’ve just come in from shoveling snow this February Sunday afternoon and the radio is saying
that temperatures will reach the 70’s by Tuesday. They say that it hasn’t happened since the
1930’s. You just never know what life will be like in North Wales. Actually, I can tell you some of
what has been and will be happening in our Borough.
Since June 2016 we have been working, assisted by the Montgomery County Planning
Commission, on the Borough’s new Comprehensive Plan: North Wales Borough 2040. I am happy
to report that the public will have an opportunity to review and make comments on this new plan
on May 3. Stay tuned for further details. This plan will show our goals for advancement into the
future; while recognizing and preserving our rich history.
Speaking of our history; we are beginning to plan for the North Wales Borough Sesquicentennial in 2019. Many of our
residents have spoken about the wonderful Centennial that was held in1969. We hope to equal, if not exceed, the success
of that celebration. We need volunteers to help plan and organize. Please help.
The property at 125 N. Main Street (the former St. Luke’s United Church of Christ) has been the site of several concerts.
These have been well received. It is our hope that this historic building will play a greater role in the Borough’s future
cultural activities.
Our 3rd Annual Earth Day and Shred-a-Thon will be held on April 21. I hope to see you there.
North Wales Borough continues to be a desirable place to live; as evidenced by the noticeable increase in home prices
and new residential construction. Much of this desirability is the result of the work done by Christine Hart, our Borough
Manager, and her staff; as well as Chief Fantry and our Police Department. Another major factor is you, our residents.
North Wales is desirable because of all that you do to make our Borough great.
This brings me to my next “happening”. In January we said good-bye to three councilmen: Mark Tarlecki, Mike
McDonald and John Davis. All three served their constituents faithfully. Mark and Mike served for 12 and 8 years
respectively. I have been quoted on more than one occasion that Mark (a Democrat) and Mike (a Republican) never
put “Party” before the people. What a wonderful legacy to leave. All elected officials (myself included) must always
remember that we serve all of our residents, no matter their party affiliation. Our allegiance, first and foremost, is to
them and not our party or political leaders. Over the past four years I have invited you to attend our Council meetings;
saying that it is an opportunity for you to see your government at work and to hear firsthand what is going on; rather than
“whisper down the lane”. Let me add a third reason to attend. You owe it to yourselves to see that your elected officials
are indeed serving your best interests.
Finally, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the bi-partisan support that you gave me on Election Day. Your
confidence and willingness for me to serve a second term was heartwarming. I hope to see you at Council Meetings,
during my office hours, at events, or any time you need to meet. I can be reached at (215) 219-8174.

August 20, 2019 will mark the Borough’s 150th Anniversary. The Borough is holding its first
advisory team meeting to help plan celebratory events. The meeting is on May 10, 2018 at 7pm at
Borough Hall. If interested, please plan on attending, we are excited to hear your ideas.

0%

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
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North Wales Business Owners and Library Team up
with the Borough for Earth Day Celebrations on April 21st!
Tex-Mex Connection kicks off Earth Day Friday Night:

T

ex-Mex will be hosting a “Party for the Planet” on Friday, April 20th from 5 pm to Midnight. Proceeds from the door
will benefit Green Initiatives within the Borough.

On Saturday, April 21st from 9 am to 1 p.m. Borough residents are encouraged to visit Borough Hall located at 300 School
St. to recycle the following items:

• Electronics (see Borough Website
for complete list)

• Torn or Tattered Flags

• 1 TV per Borough Household (proof
of residency required)
• Paper Shredding
• Used Clothing and Textiles

• Used Eyeglasses
• Items containing freon/refrigerant;
air conditioners, water coolers,
freezers, refrigerators and
dehumidifiers

• Old Shoes

• Plastics (resident who recycles the
most plastic wins $100)
• Gently used household furnishings
(no upholstered items)
• Household Batteries
• Scrap Metal
• Used Books, CD’s and DVD’s

Point Service Center
Located at 346 W. Walnut Street will be collecting the following items from Borough Residents on April 21st from 8 am
until Noon.
• Auto Parts

• Wheels

• Car Batteries

• Used Tires (2 per Household)

• New or Used Motor Oil, Coolant

Thank you to our Earth Day Sponsors:
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JEFFREY L. VARNER, O.D.

HNWCPAH

North Wales Community Project Alliance

T

his year’s Fourth of July Parade will be held rain or shine on July 4th at 11:00
am. It will be followed by the traditional picnic celebration in Weingartner Park,
complete with a tug-of-war, balloon toss, sack races, and many more fun-filled games
and prizes for children of all ages! Don’t miss it, it’s sure to be a blast!

The North Wales Community Project Alliance (NWCPA) is a non-profit, Borough-based
citizens group of volunteers
established to carry out activities
that promote the well-being and
pride of our community. The NWCPA proudly organizes the
Fourth of July Parade and Picnic, and December’s Tree Lighting
Celebration. Both of these events are free to the public and are
solely dependent on donations from generous local sponsors.

All Veterans, antique cars, decorated bicycles,
scooters, wagons, floats, trucks & performers
meet at 10:30 am in the parking lot behind
Action Karate (122 North Main St., North Wales)

Got Drugs?
Turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal
Saturday, April 28, 2018 | 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Borough Hall | 300 School Street | North Wales

Don’t forget!

D

ogs Need Licenses Too! As you may know,
Pennsylvania requires all dogs three (3) months
or older to be licensed. A goal of the County Treasurer’s office is to make getting a dog license fast
and easy. Licenses can be purchased or renewed
online, through the mail or at a number of satellite
locations across Montgomery County including the
County Treasurer’s office in Norristown. If your
dog is lost, a license is their ticket home. Licenses
assist animal control and shelters in identifying dogs
so that they may be returned home safely. An annual dog license is $8.50 or $6.50 if
the dog is spayed or neutered. Lifetime licenses are available for dogs that have permanent identification like a microchip or tattoo. Additionally, older adults and people with disabilities may be eligible for discounts. Owners who do not
purchase a license could face state fines and penalties of up to $300 for each unlicensed dog. For more information
please visit treasurer.montcopa.org or call (610) 278-3070.
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Don’t Let Someone Else
Shred Your Identity,
Do It Yourself!

T

he Borough will be hosting a Shred-A-Thon free of charge to Borough residents and businesses in recognition of
Earth Day and also to help combat identity theft.
The Shred-A-Thon will take place at Borough Hall. Enter from Fourth St., 9 am to 1 pm on Saturday April 21st. No
Cardboard, Proof of Borough Residency Required

HINTS TO HELP AVOID IDENTITY THEFT
•	Do not sign the back of your credit card. Instead put
“Photo ID Required”
•	When you are writing checks to pay on your credit card
account, DO NOT put the complete account number on
the ‘For’ line. Instead, just put the last four numbers.
The credit card company knows the rest of the numbers.
•	Put your work phone number on your checks instead
of your home phone. If you have a PO Box, use that
instead of your home address. If you do not have a PO
Box, use your work address. Never have your social security number printed on your checks.
•	Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine. Do both sides of each license, credit card, etc.
You will know what you had in your wallet and all of the

account numbers and phone numbers to call and cancel.
Keep the photocopy in a safe place.
•	It is important that you cancel your credit cards as soon
as possible. It is helpful to know the number to call and
your credit card number.
•	Call the police right away to report the theft of your
wallet and contents.
•	Call the 3 national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and also call
the Social Security fraud line number.
1. Equifax – 1-800-525-6285
2. Experian (formerly TRW) 1-888-397-3742
3. Trans Union – 1-800-680-7289
4. Social Security Administration – 1-800-269-0271

Easier Than Before!
Register to Vote Online!

- Primary Election Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Voting Locations for Borough Residents:
• Ward 1: Water Authority: 200 West Walnut Street
• Ward 2: Borough Hall: 300 School Street
• Ward 3: North Wales Elementary School:
201 Summit Street

Thank
you!
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The Borough of North Wales would like to thank the businesses
that appear in this newsletter and to recognize each of them
as supporters and cornerstones of our community.
It is with their contributions that this newsletter has been
produced at no charge to our residents.

Come to the North Wales Area Library
for your free Library Membership!
Open
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Hours of Operation

233 S. Swartley St., North Wales, PA 19454
www.northwaleslibrary.org • 215-699-5410

Days a Week

M-Th.
F
Sat.

10am-9pm
10am-4pm
10am-5pm

Upcoming Events at the North Wales Area Library!
v	
Royal British Tea: Saturday, May 5th at noon. The North Wales Library’s
annual tea is back with delicious food and a British theme for the royal
wedding. Tickets are $30 each.
v B
 ook Sale: The book sale will run from May 17th to May 20th. The hours
for the book sale on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday are 8am to 4pm.
Thursday is preview night from 8pm to 10pm, and for only $10 you get
first look at the books.
v Summer at the Library:
• Talk to the Librarian: On Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to
8pm, children talk to a librarian about a book they’ve read to earn a
prize.
• Children’s events: There will be a free event for children every
Wednesday during the summer. Art Camp August 6-10 (fee).
• Free lunches and snacks will be available to children under 18 all
summer long.
• Science in the summer: Coming in July! Check the website for details
about this event and all summer events as they become available.

Golf Outing

Museum Passes

Monday, July 30th at the Blue Bell Country Club.
Join us for a fun golf outing, featuring a lunch and dinner.
Tickets are $175 per golfer and can be purchased at
northwaleslibrary.com or at the library.

The library now has museum passes available for check
out! Passes to the Elmwood Park Zoo, Chanticleer
Garden, and Glencairn Museum are free to check out.
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G

rab your sunscreen, towels
and membership cards! The
Commissioners, Managers and Staff of
the Nor-Gwyn Pool look forward to seeing
all our returning – and NEW– members
for another fantastic summer at the pool!
This year, the pool management and staff
have been busy improving the facility’s
infrastructure, including much-needed new storage areas, office
improvements and a new maintenance building. While many
of the improvements made during this year’s off-season are
“behind-the-scenes,” these changes lay the groundwork for future
enhancements planned over the next few years.
Last year’s higher than normal registration is expected to
continue into this summer, so new members are encouraged to
register early to ensure a spot for this season. Returning patrons
will receive priority registration, but are likewise encouraged to
register early to beat the rush in May and early June.
On-line registration began on March 15th and a 5% discount
is available for those who register via the website before April
15th. Prior year’s members will again receive their registration
documentation via email. New members or those looking for more
information, are asked to visit the pool website, www.norgwynpool.
com. As in prior years, swimming lessons will be provided through
The University of Swimming and more information can be found at
their website, uswim1.com.

YOGA IN THE YARD
North Wales Park and Recreation is offering “Yoga in the Yard.”
		

Instructions by

All classes are 9:30 am to 10:30 am, BEGINNERS WELCOME, all you need is a yoga mat!
All classes will be held in the Yard at Borough Hall, 300 School Street. If it rains, classes will be held indoors.
Please register on or before May 31, 2018 – forms are available online at Hall. All fees must be paid in advance, please
make checks payable to North Wales Borough.

CLASSES HELD EVERY SATURDAY IN JUNE
JUNE 2, 9, 16, 23, AND 30
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6 pks
12 pks

1,000 DIFFERENT BEERS!
120 N. 3rd Street
HOURS:

Sun: 11-5
Mon - Tue: 11-8
Wed - Thur: 10-8
Fri: 10-9
Sat: 10-8
10

North Wales, PA

SPECIAL
Mix & Match

6 pk
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$ 99

with coupon Reg. $1199

Make Art Monday sponsored by North Penn Arts Alliance
125 N. Main Street (St. Luke’s)

A two-hour session of creating art and meeting new friends. Each session is a different project. Most supplies are
provided, but we will indicate here if you need to bring any. Cost for the evening $5.00
Always the Third Monday of the month and we always start at 7:00 p.m.

May 21st Yarn Painting
Yarn painting is done in different ways. One way is to
weave the yarn into a board to create an image. The other
way is to draw an image and then glue the yarn down to
make your painting, and finally the last way is to dip your
yarn into some paint and drag it across a board or canvas.
You may want to bring some canvas board, we’ll supply
the yarn and other materials.

June 18th - Collage
Have some fun tearing up paper and other materials
and attaching them to a foundation board. It not just decopage it is collage. Join us as several members of the
North Penn Arts Alliance have fun learning about and
making collages.i
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YOUR FUTURE. YOUR VISION.
Please

join us for an OPEN HOUSE to discuss
the Borough’s draft Comprehensive Plan!
Date: Thursday May 3, 2018
Time: 11 am – 8 pm
Location: Borough Hall, 300 School Street

North Wales Borough is completing an update to the Comprehensive Plan and we
need your input one more time! Stop by on May 3 to provide feedback on the draft
recommendations and identify your top priorities on topics covering community character,
commercial downtown, transportation, and sustainability. These recommendations will be
implemented over time to achieve your vision for the future. Let your voice be heard and help
shape the future of your community!

Help Us, Help You!
Please contact us if you see a pothole or
streetlight needing repair.
Call 215.699.4424 or
email: info@northwalesborough.org

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
Residential permit parking zones limit parking to residents and their guests during the hours of 6AM
to 6PM, Monday - Friday. This program helps to ensure that residents of densely populated areas have
reasonable access to parking near their residences. Vehicles parked in a permit parking zone must display
an annual permit or daily pass or they may be ticketed. 2018 permit parking stickers are available at the
Police Department during regular business hours.
****
Borough Ordinance and the Department of Environmental Protection prohibit the burning of
yard waste, including leaves. Recycling or composting of these items is preferred.
****
Residents living in the Historic District must apply to the Historic Architectural Review Board (HARB)
before making any building façade changes. Please contact Borough staff to see if the changes being
planned require a Certificate of Appropriateness from H.A.R.B.
****
A permit is required before planting, trimming, removing or spraying a shade tree in the Borough. A
shade tree is defined as any tree within 10 feet of a roadway. A copy of the regulations and the application
for a permit are available at the Borough office and on the Borough website.
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BOROUGH DIRECTORY
300 School Street • North Wales, PA 19454-3197 • Phone: 215-699-4424
Website: northwalesborough.org

Borough Council – meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month
President
James Sando, 215-699-4504
jsando@northwalesborough.org
2nd Ward

Vice President
James Cherry, 215-699-2858
jcherry@northwalesborough.org
3rd Ward

Member
Paula Scott, 215-661-1319
pscott@northwalesborough.org
1st Ward

Member
Ronald Little, Jr., 267-294-8302
rlittle@northwalesborough.org
2nd Ward

Member
Wendy McClure, 215-896-5045
wmcclure@northwalesborough.org
1st Ward

Member
Daniel O’Connell, Sr., 215-699-5656
doconnell@northwalesborough.org
2nd Ward

Member
Eion O’Neill, 215-410-2635
eoneill@northwalesborough.org
1st Ward

Member
Sally Neiderhiser, 215-699-9358
sneiderhiser@northwalesborough.org
3rd Ward

Member
Salvatore Amato, 610-457-0043
samato@northwalesborough.org
3rd Ward
Mayor
Gregory J. D’Angelo, CBO, 215-219-8174
gdangelo@northwalesborough.org
At Large
Mayor’s Office Hours:
2nd & 4th Tuesday 2 to 4pm
2nd & 4th Wednesday 7 to 8:30pm

BOROUGH OFFICIALS
Borough Manager/Secretary:
Christine A. Hart
chart@northwalesborough.org

Assistant Manager:
Alan R. Guzzardo
aguzzardo@northwalesborough.org

Tax Collector:
Timothy Weir, 215-368-4127
timweirtaxcollector@yahoo.com
P. O. Box 1561, North Wales, PA 19454

OTHER BOROUGH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
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Historic Architectural Review Board
(HARB)
meets the 3rd Wednesday of every month
Ray Tschoepe (Chairperson)
Joseph Del Ciotto, Jr.
Charles Guttenplan
Amy Smith

Planning Commission
meets the 1st Wednesday of every month
Peter Myers (Chairperson)
Lillian Higgins
Gregory J. D’Angelo
Linda McAdoo
Mark Tarlecki

Shade Tree Commission
meets the 2nd Thursday of every month
James Cherry (Chairperson)
Wendy McClure
Martha Lottes
Lynne Fitzgerald
Daniel Natale

Historic Commission
meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month
Joanne Matthews (President)
Daniela Hilpl (Secretary)
Beth Anne Sinotte (Treasurer)
Phyllis Byrne (Plaque Program)
Daniel Natale

Pension Committee
Lynne Custer
Daniel O’Connell, Sr.
Lisa Hollister

Zoning Hearing Board
meets the 1st Tuesday of each month, as needed
Tony Kratowicz (Chairperson)
Andrew Berenson
Gregory Lord
Joanne Matthews
Perry Francis
Charles Blackledge, Alternate

North Wales Water Authority
meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesday
of every month
Joan Nagel (Chairperson)
Edward Neiderhiser
Neil McDevitt
Donna Mengel
Albert Tenney

Parks and Recreation Board
meets the 2nd Thursday of every month
Martha Lottes (Chairperson)
James Cherry
Lynne Fitzgerald
Neil McDevitt
Daniel Natale
Toni Natale
Regina Jansen

Emergency Management Coordinator
William Kaelin
215-852-5774
northwalesemc@gmail.com
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