
     BOROUGH OF NORTH WALES 
300 School Street, North Wales, PA 19454 
Phone: 215-699-4424     Fax: 215-699-3991 

http://northwalesborough.org 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 – 7:00 P.M. 

       
Gregory J. D’Angelo, Chair 
Lillian Higgins 
Mark Tarlecki        
Jocelyn Tenney        
                     
Call to Order, Date, and Time 
Roll Call 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
  
1.  Election of Officers 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Public Comment 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Consideration: Approval of Minutes: December 3, 2025  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Consideration: Z-2026-01 – 338 Washington Ave. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Discussion: Public Parking Improvement Planning 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Old Business 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Adjournment 
 
All interested parties may participate on the date and time noted above and when called upon by the Chair. The public 
may also submit questions or comments prior to the meeting by e-mail to info@northwalesborough.org; these must 
be received no later than 12 Noon on the day of the meeting. Persons with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting 
and require auxiliary aid, service, or other accommodation to participate in the meeting should contact North Wales 
Borough at 215-699-4424 or by e-mail to info@northwalesborough.org. 

mailto:info@northwalesborough.org
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December 22, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:      Public Parking Improvement Planning     

TO:    Christine Hart, Borough Manager; North Wales Borough Planning Commission  

FROM:    Timothy Konetchy, Senior Community Planner 
 

Introduction 

At the December meeting of the North Borough Planning Commission, there was a discussion regarding public 
parking and how it is publicized to visitors. Members of the Planning Commission noted that there is a perception 
that public parking is difficult to come by when visiting the Borough, while at the same time the Borough has made 
active efforts to offer more public parking to visitors. One option discussed at the meeting was establishing a 
stronger system of wayfinding signage to direct visitors towards available public parking areas. At the time, this 
was discussed as part of a larger wayfinding signage program that could be part of a grant application for 
improvements to the Main Street and Walnut Street business district. 

After beginning to research the concept of a Borough-wide wayfinding signage program, a few obstacles were 
identified: turnaround time, funding, and the need to address the Main Street Streetscape in a holistic manner. 
Regarding the latter, the Planning Commission discussed at length the need to comprehensively address the Main 
Street streetscape in the near future through the replacement of certain sections of sidewalk, planting new or 
replacement street trees, and installing additional street furnishings (e.g., benches, waste/recycling receptacles, 
bike racks, etc.). This larger concept of improving the Main Street streetscape looms over any capital 
improvements to the corridor. Given the high cost of wayfinding signage and the desire to act relatively quickly, 
MCPC has identified a few short-term and low-cost solutions that could be pursued in 2026. These are not meant 
to replace additional streetscape planning but should be considered as the first steps of a larger planning effort.  

Proposed Short-Term Solutions 

1. Create a Dedicated Parking Webpage. Establish a dedicated page on the Borough website that directs visitors 
the location of public parking. The framework of potential website content has been prepared on the following 
pages. Many peer communities, such as Lansdale and Ambler Borough, have similar webpages. 

2. Deploy Additional Signage. The Borough has already made use of wayfinding signage related to public parking 
in a few locations. Additional matching signage should be added to other public parking areas where it is 
absent. Wayfinding that points drivers towards parking areas could be enhances as well.  

3. Consider Changes to Existing Parking Rules. Borough Hall parking is currently reserved for Borough business, 
as indicated by signage at the entrances to the parking lot. It may be appropriate to reserve a smaller portion 
of the parking spaces for use during business hours and allow some portion of the lot to be used for public 
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parking. Any parking should be limited to two-hours, and an overnight parking restriction is prudent. 
Amendments to Chapter 195, Vehicles and Traffic, may be necessary to formalize any parking rules an 
regulations for public parking areas (i.e., Article IX, Schedules).  

Existing Conditions 

As first step, MCPC has taken an inventory of existing parking amenities within and surrounding the North Wales 
Main Street and Walnut Street business district. All told, there are 60 public parking spaces within Borough-owned 
lots and an additional 59 on-street spaces on Main Street. There is existing “parking” wayfinding signage that 
points towards the Walnut Square and Arts & Cultural Center parking lots; however, visibility of the signage could 
be improved. The “municipal public parking” sign at the Arts & Cultural Center should be used at any other public 
parking spaces to build upon the “brand.” 

 
Signage at the Arts & Cultural Center should set the 
precedent for signage at other public parking lots 

 
The “parking” sign located at the corner of Second 
Street and E Walnut Street could be improved 

 
The Walnut Square Park parking lot lacks signage 
that indicates that parking is available for the public 

 
The Borough Hall parking lot is currently limited to use 
for Borough business 
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Closing Thoughts 

The proposed short-term fixes – a dedicated webpage and improved signage – should alleviate much of the 
concerns with public parking awareness without incurring a significant cost to the Borough. Given the broad 
understanding that the Main Street streetscape ought to be addressed in a comprehensive manner, it may be 
prudent to wait to undertake a master planning process for wayfinding as part of a greater streetscape study.  

If the Borough wishes to pursue a wayfinding master plan (or a larger streetscape study), MCPC would be happy 
to provide this service. If the Borough wishes to undertake a master plan, the process would likely take up much 
of 2026. This process would involve public outreach, which may include public surveying, visual preference 
surveying, and an open house or similar public meeting. The design process would involve an MCPC graphic 
designer reviewing existing public and private signage in the Borough for inspiration, establishing a color and 
material palette, and preparing a series of design concepts. The Borough Historical Architectural Review Board 
(HARB) must be consulted for the design of any signage within the North Wales Historic District (i.e., Certificate of 
Appropriateness). Following design, cost estimates would be requested from local vendors so that the Borough 
can understand the overall cost. If a master wayfinding plan were adopted, the Borough would be well situated 
to pursue competitive grant funding in FY2027.   
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Visiting North Wales Borough  
Public Parking 

North Wales Borough strives to maintain an active and thriving Main Street. As a way to support our beloved local 
businesses, the Borough offers free public parking in several locations. Parking is limited and first come, first 
served. Please plan accordingly. Please also keep in mind that many residential streets in North Wales require a 
parking permit. Permit parking FAQ and application: northwalesborough.org/document/parking-permit-
application-2/  

Total Parking Spaces: 

- 60 public parking spaces within Borough-owned lots 

- 59 marked on-street parking spaces on Main Street, within and around the business district 

North Wales Arts &  Cultural Center  - 125 N Main Street 

The North Wales Arts & Cultural Center is located at 125 N Main St; however, the parking is located behind the 
building and accessible via Second Street. There are a total of 28 parking spaces within the parking lot, including 
two ADA (van accessible) parking spaces. There is a two-hour limit on parking. Please note that event parking may 
take priority.  

Walnut Square Park – 112 E Walnut Street 

Five public parking spaces are located at Walnut Square Park, located at the intersection of Second Street and E 
Walnut Street. There is a two-hour limit on parking. 

North Wales Borough Hall – 300 School Street  

North Wales Borough Hall offers 27 Parking spaces, including four ADA (van accessible) parking spaces. Parking 
may be restricted for events at Borough Hall.  

North Wales Station  

The parking area at North Wales Station, 605 Beaver Street, offers a total of 537 parking spaces. The daily parking 
fee is presently set at $2.00 (updated 12/18/25). Overnight parking is available. For transit schedules and 
additional information visit https://www.septa.org/stations/north-wales-station  

Getting to North Wales by Transit 

North Wales enjoys excellent transit access via SEPTA regional rail and bus service. The Lansdale-Doylestown 
Regional Rail Line services North Wales Station, 605 Beaver Street. The Route 96 bus, Lansdale to Norristown 
Transit Center, has several stops along Main Street and Walnut Street. The route follows Main Street from the 
eastern municipal border with Upper Gwynedd Township until Walnut Street, where it turns northward up Walnut 
Street and out of the Borough (and the reverse direction).   

  

https://northwalesborough.org/document/parking-permit-application-2/
https://northwalesborough.org/document/parking-permit-application-2/
https://www.septa.org/stations/north-wales-station
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